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and she believed that his restoration to office would
secure for her a paramount influence in the affairs
of the State. There was no one who developed
sufficient ability to block the road of the aspiring
Cardinal; the ministry was composed of men below
mediocrity, united only in jealousy of Richelieu
and a strong desire to keep the adviser of the Queen-
mother from obtaining a place in the King's council.
But if they had the desire to hinder Richelieu's
ambition, they had not the ability. The leader in
the council was La "Vieuvllle, the superintendent of
finance, a man of small capacity and of questiona*
ble honesty. He soon despaired of holding his posi-
tion unaided, and sought to secure the good-will of
Mary de* Medici by opening the door of the council-
chamber for the return of Richelieu. Apparently,
he expected to have the benefit of the Cardinal's
resolution and sagacity and yet himself hold the
chief place, and such a hope illustrates how little
Richelieu's character was as yet understood,

The King, who afterwards supported the Car-
dinal so long and faithfully, was very unwilling to
intrust him with office; he did not like the man,
and he still associated him with the followers of
Concini, all of whom he had held in aversion,
l{ There is a man who would like to be in my coun-
cil," he said, as Richelieu passed by, " but I cannot
bring myself to that step after all he has done against
me." "I know him better than you/' he said to
Mary de' Medici; " he is a man of inordinate ambi-
tion." But the King did not withstand the requests
of his minister, reinforced by the solicitations of hisore^ Ee^ouIcT^fvoF"Be on,e)v He Holy Ghost to pay the
